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was it. from the purpose of the Church of England to forsake and reject the churches of Italy, France, Spain, * Germany, or any such like churches, in all things that they held and practised, that as the apology of the Church of England confesseth, it doth with reverence retain those ceremonies which do neither endamage the Church of GOD nor offend the minds of sober men; and only departed from them in those particular points wherein they were fallen both from themselves, in their ancient integrity, and from the apostolical Churches which were their first founders. In which respect, amongst some other very ancient ceremonies, the sign of the cross in Baptism hath been retained in this Church, both by the judgment and practice of those reverend fathers and grave divines in the days of King Edward VI., of whom some constantly suffered for the profession of the truth; and others, being exiled in the time of Queen Mary, did, after their return, in the beginning of the reign of our ]ate dread sovereign, continually defend and use the same/ Canon 30.
On the same principle, pious persons desire that the cross may continue to stand on every sanctuary devoted to the true worship of the CRUCIFIED, and on every altar whereon His sacrifice is commemorated. Why, indeed, should an emblematic ornament, so full of deeply interesting meaning, and the very name of which is made, in Holy Writ, to represent the essence of the Christian's faith, and all that is well-founded, holy and true in the Christian's hopes, be discarded ? Why should we admit into our Churches the lion and the unicorn, and yet banish the cross ? Why head our processions with flags and colours denoting political partizanship, and giving rise to angry political feeling, and leave it to Romish dissenters to bear before them the cross, the badge of Christianity ? We may sacrifice too much to the supperstitious feelings of weaker brethren, whose superstition, with respect to the use of the cross, ought to yield to the authoritative argument of the canon quoted above.
CROSIER. A crosier is the pastoral stafT of an Archbishop, and is to be distinguished from the pastoral staff of a Bishop; the latter terminating in an ornamented crook, while the crosier always terminates in a cross, and